Deep dyslexia is an acquired reading disorder that involves the production of semantic errors and the inability to read aloud nonwords successfully. Several explanations for this reading impairment posit multiple loci of damage to account for the various error types produced in deep dyslexia. In contrast, the failure of inhibition hypothesis suggests that damage in the phonological output lexicon alone can explain these errors. Specifically, this hypothesis proposes normal processing via orthographic and phonological reading routes, as well as an intact semantic system. However, slowed or reduced inhibitory connections result in the failure to suppress spuriously activated neighbours in the phonological output lexicon, where neighbourhood can be defined in terms of phonology, orthography, or semantics. Given a failure to inhibit semantically related candidates, semantic reading errors occur. Important to the test of this hypothesis is that it evolves several predictions that are contrary to performance observed in the normal population. In particular, semantic errors are predicted to be greater in conditions where words are blocked according to semantic category than in random presentations. In addition, a semantic interference effect is expected. The results of semantic blocking were consistent with these predictions and lend support to the failure of inhibition hypothesis.
Introduction
Deep dyslexia is an acquired reading disorder characterized by the production of semantic errors during word naming and the inability to read aloud nonwords. Explanations for the pattern of errors observed in deep dyslexia typically posit multiple loci of damage reflecting impairment to the route for assembled phonology, as well as damage to the semantic system. However, recent findings challenge the conceptualization of deep dyslexia as an inability to process phonology. For example, several authors have established that automatic phonological activation contributes to word recognition performance in deep dyslexic patients (e.g, Katz & Lanzoni, 1992; Hildebrandt & Sokol, 1993) . In addition, Buchanan, Hildebrandt, and MacKinnon (1999) demonstrated that some patients with deep dyslexia evidence preserved implicit phonological processing for nonwords. Cumulatively, these results indicate that deep dyslexics are sensitive to implicit phonological information for words and nonwords, despite impaired explicit access. These findings provide evidence that the primary locus of the deficit in deep dyslexia is not sublexical, which poses considerable problems for multiple loci of damage accounts. Buchanan et al. proposed that selection impairment in the phonological output lexicon alone accounted for the various types of reading errors observed in deep dyslexia. According to this formulation, errors during reading evolve from a failure of inhibition caused by slowed or reduced inhibitory connections.
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